
RESOLUTIONS NUMBER 186 

HONORING REVEREND PASTOR JOHN WATSON, SR.   

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

recent passing of esteemed Pastor John Watson, Sr. of the Maple Avenue Temple; and  

 

WHEREAS,  John Watson, Sr was born on August 8,1933 in St. Louis Missouri under the union of Jessie and 

Johnnie Mae Watson. John was the third oldest child out of the eight children; and  

 

WHEREAS, he met then married Addie Lee Watson in 1953. To this union 5 daughters and 5 sons were born. 

A bonus son was later added to the family; and  

 

WHEREAS, he was educated in the St. Louis Public school system. He was a gifted child and a prolific reader, 

purchasing and owning hundreds of books; and  

 

WHEREAS,  he is an US Army veteran, serving his country honorably during the Korean War. He decided to 

return to school later in life and took theological and a few college course; and  

 

WHEREAS, he worked as the 1st African American Construction Foremen with the St. Louis MO. City Board 

of Education and retired in 1996. The city of St. Louis MO. Board of Alderman honored him by renaming a city 

street to “Rev. John Watson Sr. Ave”. They also blessed him with several proclamations to include designating 

the annual Memorial Day Holiday weekend to be historically celebrated as the “Watson Family Reunion 

Weekend” in the city of St. Louis MO. He will forever be known and well respected in his family, church, and 

community as a sharp dresser and “Great Man, Husband, Father, Pastor and Leader”; and   

 

WHEREAS, Reverend Watson accepted Christ into his life and was filled with the precious gift of the holy 

ghost in 1959 at Kennerly Temple COGIC under the late Elder Hayden. He utilized his many gifts and talents in 

the church because of his calling to the ministry and his love for Christ; and  

 

WHEREAS, he faithfully served in a plethora of positions. He served as the Assistant Pastor at Kennerly 

Temple and Samuel Temple, Administrative Assistant and  Assistant Bishop under the late Bishop RJ Ward, 

Pastors and Elders Council, Ordination Board, Senior Pastor of Zion Temple, Jurisdiction Secretary under 

Bishop Turner; and  

 

WHEREAS, he also was the Superintendent in Eastern Missouri 1st Jurisdiction & Missouri Gateway 

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, Senior Pastor of Maple Temple (retired 2020), Elder John Watson Online Ministry 

(retired 2022) and invited Pastor to render opening prayer for the St. Louis MO. Board of Alderman meetings 

on many occasions; and  

 

WHEREAS, preceding Reverend Watson in death were his parents; wife District Missionary Emeritus Addie 

Lee Watson; son Norvell Watson; brothers James Perry and Hosie Watson and sister Marcella Catching; and   

 

WHEREAS, He leaves to cherish the memory of his (10) children: District Missionary Janice Brown 

(Malcom), Clara Jean Liggins, Pastor John Watson Jr. (Jackie), Minister Benard Watson (Cynthia), Hosanna 

Watson, Marietta Jessup, Annette Watson-Johnson (Reginald), Superintendent Demetrius Watson (Karen), 

Donnell Watson and Dana Richardson, over forty grandchildren, over fifty great grand-children, sisters Jessie 

Mae Dupree and Delores Purdy, brothers George and Timothy Perry, sister-n-law Fannie Lee Sevier, 

Goddaughter Whitney Gabrielle Riddle, a host of nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, spiritual family 

members and friends.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize the life and many accomplishments of the Reverend John Watson, 



Sr. and by adoption of this resolution send our condolences and best wishes to his family. We further direct the 

Clerk of this Board of Aldermen to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and 

to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to the family of the Reverend John 

Watson, Sr. at a time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor.  

 

 Introduced on this 10th day of February, 2023 by:  

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward 

 

 

Adopted this 10th day of February, 2023, as attested by:  

 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Megan Green  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 


